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KAROUB REPORT 

AUGUST 2022
Unofficial Primary Results for Tuesday, August 2
Tudor Dixon will be the Republican nominee for governor after she bested challengers Ryan Kelley, Ralph Rebandt, Garrett Soldano and Kevin Rinke in yesterday’s voting. Her victory is a result of crucial support from key establishment associations, legislative leaders, figures like the DeVos family and a glowing endorsement from former President Donald Trump. The unofficial results show her beating her opponents with 40 percent of the vote. Tudor Dixon is the first woman to win the Michigan Republican Party nomination for governor. Her closest challengers, Mr. Rinke and Mr. Soldano, both conceded the race last night and congratulated Ms. Dixon.
In the various congressional races we report the following unofficial results. U.S. Rep. Peter Meijer lasted only one term in Congress, losing his reelection bid to Trump-endorsed John Gibbs for the Republican 3rd U.S. House District primary. Mr. Meijer was expected to face a serious battle against Mr. Gibbs after feeling heat from various Republicans for his vote to impeach former President Trump in 2021. Mr. Gibbs worked under the Trump administration with the U.S. Department of House and Urban Development and will now face Democrat Hillary Scholten in the November general.
In the 11th U. S. House District, Rep. Haley Stevens was declared the winner an hour after polls closed, defeating U.S. Rep. Andy Levin in a landslide in one of the most heated Democratic primaries in the state. Former Macomb County Judge Carl Marlinga won the 10th U.S. House Democratic primary with unofficial results giving him 49 percent of the vote though he now faces a much tougher race against John James, who crushed his primary opponent. In the packed 13th U.S. House District, it appears that State Rep. Shri Thanedar has won with 28 percent of the vote beating State Senator Adam Hollier. If Mr. Thanedar wins in November, it will mark the first time since the 1950’s that there will not be at least one black representative from Detroit in the U.S. House. In the 12th U.S. House District, incumbent U.S. Rep. Rashida Tlaib won more than 60 percent of the vote for her reelection. In other Congressional primaries, attorney Paul Junge will attempt to topple U.S. Rep. Dan Kildee for the 8th U.S. House District in November and current Reps. John Moolenar (2nd District), Tim Walberg (5th District) and Lisa McClain (9th District) all won their respective primaries.
Despite a re-write of legislative maps across the entire state, the Michigan House of Representatives and the Michigan Senate saw very few surprises.   Overall, far-right candidates came up short in the primaries and only two incumbent House members, Rep. Rodney Wakeman (R-Frankenmuth) and Rep. Terence Mekoski (R-Shelby), as well as one incumbent Senate member, Sen. Kim LaSata (R-St. Joseph), lost their bid for re-election against non-incumbents.    In the only House race to put two incumbents head-to-head, Rep. Andrew Beeler (R-Port Huron) knocked Rep. Gary Eisen (R-St. Clair) out of the race for the new District 64.  

In a closely watched race pitting a traditional Republican incumbent against a Trump-backed challenger, Rep. Greg VanWoerkom (R-Norton Shores) won a statement-like victory in the 88th House District Republican primary over Mick Bricker of Spring Lake by a comfortable margin, leading the way to what was largely a good night for traditional Republican forces over far-right opponents. State House candidates backed by former President Donald Trump, like Mr. Bricker, were largely unsuccessful in Tuesday’s primary, with only three of the candidates he endorsed winning their races.

Other incumbents who easily moved on to the general election include Rep. Steve Carra (R-Three Rivers) in District 36, Rep. Brad Paquette (R-Niles) in District 37, Rep. Pauline Wendzel (R-Watervliet) in District 39 and Rep. Matt Hall in District 42. First term Rep. David Martin (R-Davison) in District 68, Rep. Mike Mueller (R-Linden) in District 72, Rep. Bryan Posthumus (R-Cannon Township) in District 90, Rep. Jack O’Malley (R-Lake Ann) in District 103 and Rep. Ken Borton (R-Gaylord) in District 105 also sailed through the primary without surprises, topping far-right challengers who had the backing of groups like Patriot Approved or backed election conspiracy theories.

The biggest news coming out of the Senate is political newcomer Jonathan Lindsey scoring an upset victory in the 17th district primary against Sen. Kim LaSata.  In the term limits era, only two previous Senate incumbents had lost in their primary election races against non-incumbents: Ray Murphy in 2002 and David Knezek in 2018, both Democrats.    In other highly watched Senate races, current Rep. John Damoose (R-Harbor Springs) defeated former Rep. Triston Cole of Mancelona in the Republican primary.  Current Rep. Joe Bellino (R-Monroe) also defeated current Rep. TC Clements (R-Temperance) in that Republican primary. On the Democratic side of the aisle, most eyes were on the primary between current Sen. Mallory McMorrow (D-Royal Oak) against current Sen. Marshall Bullock (D-Detroit); Sen. McMorrow easily won the primary with a large chunk of the primary votes coming from Oakland County in her favor.

As the primaries come to an end, Democrats and Republicans in both the Senate and House of Representatives will identify competitive November general election matchups that give them the best opportunity to win majority for their respective party.  While many of those matchups have already been identified, we will continue to keep you informed as developments warrant. If you would like a more detailed analysis on any of these statewide races, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
